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vancing with artillery in front and rear, and strong parties on each flank. The firing began from the field pieces of the enemy, which, when within striking distance, was followed up with a heavy discharge of musketry.J These were returned by the Provincials with spirit and alacrity. The action was sustained with great intrepidity for more than an hour, and until their temporary barrier was carried by the enemy, when a retreat was ordered. The rear guard, with Arnold at the head, received a volley of musketry when within a few yards, which did great execution. The General's horse was shot under him, which falling on his knees, the rider still kept the saddle, when, as a soldier was advancing to dispatch him with the bayonet, he drew a pistol from his holster and shot him dead.
Joining his retreating forces, and finding farther resistance unavailing; Arnold resolved to retire down the Norwalk road, and to make a stand on the left bank of the Norwalk river, two miles above the bridge, to watch the motions of the enemy, and to cut off his retreat by Norwalk} and if he should endeavor to regain his shipping by the way he had advanced, to intercept him by crossing the Saugatuck bridge and keep him from retreat by the Compo road. The enemy had suffered much in their harrassed retreat, and they encamped for the night, entrenching themselves on a strong position at Ridgefield.f
In the course of the afternoon, Oswald, with part of two companies of Lamb's regiment and three field pieces, had joined Arnold on the Norwalk. Another gun, with a company from Fairfield arriving, together with some volunteers, the congregated forces amounted to five hundred men. Col. Huntingdon of the Continental army, with the troops which had' been stationed at Danbury, and the scattered forces of Wooster, with other militia who had joined him, was hanging on the rear of the British column, and sent to Arnold for
* Barber.         f Traditional history.